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Federal Court Publications

• A Journalist’s Guide to the Federal Courts
• http://www.uscourts.gov/News/JournalistsGuide.aspx

• Understanding the Federal Courts (basic booklet)
• http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources/FederalCourtBasics/Un

derstandingTheFederalCourts.aspx
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U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
Electronic Devices Policy 

This policy pertains to the use of electronic devices by the bar, media and the public in the courthouses and other 
dedicated spaces housing the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. These are the William K. 
Nakamura U.S. Courthouse in Seattle, the Pioneer U.S. Courthouse in Portland, the James R. Browning U.S. 
Courthouse in San Francisco, the Richard H. Chambers U.S. Courthouse in Pasadena, and the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit in Honolulu. The policy also applies to other places in which the court holds session for 
special sittings. These include courtrooms in the district courthouses and spaces in law schools and other 
locations. 

Visitors to any of the Ninth Circuit courthouses and dedicated spaces are allowed to carry and make use of various 
electronlc devices as set out by this pollcy. Different rules may apply when the court meets In another venue, 
such as a district courthouse. Where conflicts between this pol icy and that of a district court become known, the 
chief circuit judge and chief district judge, or their designees, will confer to resolve such conflicts. 

General Rules: 

1 . Anyone may bring electronic devices, such as a Blackberry, smart phone, laptop computer or a similar 
functioning device having wireless communications capability into the courthouse. 

2 . Except for courtrooms, persons may use such devices in public areas of the courthouse to make telephone 
calls and to transmit and receive data communications, such as email or text messages, or to access the 
Internet. For reasons of privacy, safety, and security, use of these devices to take photographs o r for audio 
or video recording or transmission is prohibited in the courthouse {exceptions for court staff, authorized 
vendo1·s 01· for educational or ce1·emonial events). 

3 . In courtrooms, persons may use such devices to take notes, transmit and receive data communications, and 
access the Internet. This includes media members who are transmitting written accounts of the proceeding 
to a wider audience using various means. Persons may not use these devices for telephone calls, 
photographs or audio or video recording or transmission. Telephone ring tones and other functional sounds 
produced by devices must be disabled while in the courtroom. Only quiet keyboards may be used in 
the courtrooms. 

4 . The presiding judge of a judicial panel may prohibit or further restrict use of such devices by all persons 
prior to or during a proceeding when necessary to protect the rights of the parties or to assure the orderly 
conduct of the proceedings. 

5 . This policy will be prominently displayed wherever the court holds session and posted on tne court's 
website. Failure to adhere to the policy may result in removal from the courtroom or other sanction. 

Adopted lune 23, 2010. 

-
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4 day s 7 hours ago 

Julian Bond's Day at the Supreme Court 

Julian Bond, the legenda!V civil rights activist who died on Sunday at age 75. had his day a! the Supreme Court 
on November 11 1966 The previous year he had easily won his race for a seat in the Georgia House of 
Representatives, but his new colleagues refused to seat him. Bond, a self-~scribed pacifist, had been openly cr~ical 

of the Viotnam War and the draft .. 

5 weeks 3 days ago 
Fisher v. Texo.s. the Remix 

Guest Post by Vinay Hamalani, Associate Professor of law, Savannah Law School 

In its October 2015 term, U1e U.S. Supreme Court will once again consider the conslilutlonality or race-conscious 
admissions policies. On June 29, the Court surprised many observers when it granted Abigail Fisher's .. 

8 weeks 1 day ago 

The supreme court and Its Audience 

For whom do the justices write their opinions? In the run-of-the-mill Supreme Court ruling. the answer to this Question 
seems self-evident Who would plow through a lengthy. often technical. a~vays citalion-laden opinion other than 
jud~s. lawyers and law professors? Yet when it comes to big ones, the minor~y of decisions that capture the 
attention of the American people, the justices often seem to aspire to a broader audience in their written opinions. 

The Chief 

8 weeks 4 days ago 
Somo Thoughts on tho "Liboral" Day at tho Su promo Court 
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